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In an Oct. 20 press release, the Guatemala City Archbishop's human rights office reported fears
of a backlash against supporters of Nobel Peace Prize winner Rigoberta Menchu. "There are
fears that those sectors which have systematically opposed dialogue and peaceful coexistence in
Guatemala could launch a wave of reprisals against popular organizations," read the note. The
communique condemned the brief kidnapping of two of Menchu's collaborators, Cristina Par Guit
and Matea Par Soloj. The two women, affiliated with the indigenous organization Majawil Qij
(new dawn), were picked up by four armed men on Oct. 19. Before being released, the two were
warned to avoid collaborating with Menchu in the future. According to the Archbishop's human
rights office, "this violent incident seems to be an act of intimidation aimed at undermining the
efforts of those working for a society in which human rights are respected." Cesar Alvarez, deputy
Human Rights Attorney General, also condemned the kidnapping. In reference to ongoing abuses
of the indigenous population in the country, Alvarez declared "nothing is gained by continuing to
humiliate 70% of the population...the Human Rights Attorney General's office has already begun
its investigation into this double kidnapping, which we condemn as a violation of the basic rights
of these two women." On Oct. 22, in Mexico City, Rigoberta Menchu called on the international
community to adopt a firmer stance regarding continued human rights violations in Guatemala.
According to Menchu, "these two women were in charge of preparing my meals while I was in
Guatemala, and for this they have been accused of being responsible for the problems afflicting my
homeland. If this attack was meant to serve as a message for those of us who celebrated the Nobel,
it is a very serious matter indeed." (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news
service EFE, 10/20/92; Spanish news service EFE, 10/22/92)
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